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2947 November 30, 1800 

acting colonial secretary of the Straits. Settlements, notifying the occur- 
rence in Penang on the 8th instant, of 2 cases (both fatal) of suspected 
plague, the origin of which is entirely unknown to the authorities. 

Measures have been taken to prevent the spread of, and to stamp out 
this dread disease, and up to date no further cases have been reported. 

Should there be indications of its assuming an epidemic form, I shall 
at once cable the information to the Department. 

Eespectfully, J. M. Campbell, 

Agent, United States Vice and Deputy Consul- General. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

[Inclosure.J 

Singapore, October IS, 1900. 
The Government has received information of the occurrence in Penang of 2 cases 
(both fetal) of suspected plague. The sufferers were both Chinese, living in Love 
Lane, Penang, and were the aunt and nephew of the compradore of the branch of the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank at that settlement. A private practitioner considered 
the cases suspicions on the 8th instant, and, therefore, on the 9th called in the colonial 
surgeon. One of the persons attacked was then dead and the other died on the 10th. 
All persons who have been in contact with the deceased were strictly segregated at the 
house of the compradore and at the quarantine camp. 

The origin of the outbreak is entirely unknown, but the colonial surgeon is of opinion 
that the cases were plague, although he was unable to find the bacillus of that disease. 
No further cases have been reported and it is hoped that none will occur. 

E. Beoadrick, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 

October 13, 1900. 
No further cases have been reported up to date. 

Singapore, October 16, 1900. 
Sir : In continuation of my letter No. 8975, of the 15th instant, I am directed to 
inform you that a telegram has this day been received from the resident councillor, 
Penang, stating that no further cases of plague have occurred at that settlement. 
Respectfully, R. J. Wilkinson, 

For Acting Colonial Secretary, Straits Settlements. 
The Acting Consul-General for the 

United States op America, Singapore. 

TURKEY. 
[Report No. 265.] 

Report from Constantinople. 

Constantinople, November 7, 1900. 

Sanitary condition of the Turkish provinces. 

Sir : The sanitary reports from the provinces continue to reach here. 
The report of the sanitary physician of Beirut, as well as that of the 
sanitary physician of Confudah, deals with plague. Dr. Vouros, the 
sanitary physician at Beirut, states that two months previous to the ap- 
pearance of the 4 bubonic plague cases many rats were seen all over the 
town. At the moment of the outbreak no rats whatever were seen. 
The patients from plague were put in one of the mosques, which has 
been disinfected and whitewashed. 

Besides the above-mentioned 4 bubonic plague cases, the sanitary con- 
dition of Beirut is good. 

The sanitary physician at Confudah gives a description of this city, 
the inhabitants of which are about 4,000. Confudah is the port of the 
province of Assyr, in Yemen. It is not necessary to state that it is for 
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from being clean. It is very damp on account of the ebb. When 
bubonic plague broke out at Beni-Sheir, in the Assyr, as I have timely 
announced, in spite of the sanitary cordons the communications between 
the two cities, Confudah and Beni-Sheir, were uninterrupted; but no 
plague whatever has occurred in Confudah. Apropos of the bubonic 
plague, which breaks out every year in Beni-Sheir, the sanitary board 
has decided to give some directions to the local authorities in order to 
improve the sanitary condition of the place and prevent, if possible, 
said outbreaks. I forward a French copy of said directions, in which 
it will be seen that they have not been written by a physician. I do 
not believe that a physician would state, as it is stated in said direc- 
tions, that after having taken the prescribed sanitary steps all con- 
tagious disease would disappear, nor would he believe and say that the 
soil would be disinfected by watering it with a solution of sublimate at 
1-1000. It is astonishing to see that the sanitary representatives have 
allowed said directions to be sent. 

From Cavalla Dr. Poulides, the sanitary physician, states that diph- 
theria has again made its appearance in that place. The first case was 
followed by 4 more, of which 3 proved fatal. He states that no dis- 
infection at all is performed in the houses in which contagious dis- 
eases have made their appearance. During the month of July 35 deaths 
occurred and have been registered in the city of Cavalla. Of these, 7 
were from gastroenteritis in children not older than 1 year of age, 11 
from tuberculosis, and 5 from acute inflammation of the respiratory 
apparatus. 

The number of deaths registered in Medina during the mouth of June 
is 150, of which 32 are due to smallpox. The sanitary physician in said 
town states that in summer the death rate is higher than in winter. 

Sanitary condition of Constantinople. 

In Constantinople the number of deaths registered during the week 
ended the 5th instant was 187, of which 1 was from diphtheria, 6 were 
from typhoid fever, and 18 from acute inflammation of the respiratory 
apparatus. 
I have the honor to forward a copy of the epizootic bulletin. 
Eespectfully, Spiridion C. Zavitziano, 

United States Sanitary Commissioner. 

Foreign and insular statistical reports of countries and cities — Yearly and 

monthly. 

Australia — New South Wales — Newcastle. — Month of September, 
1900. Estimated population, 70,000. Total number of deaths, 62, 
including diphtheria, 5; enteric fever, 7; measles, 2, and 3 from typhus. 

Queensland — Brisbane. — Month of August, 1900. Estimated popula- 
tion, 110,951. Total number of deaths, 63, including diphtheria, 1 ; 
enteric fever, 1, and 3 from plague. 

Bahamas — Dunmore Town. — Two weeks ended November 12, 1900. 
Estimated population, 1,472. No deaths and no contagious diseases. 

Governors Harbor. — Two weeks ended November 10, 1900. Estimated 
population, 1,500. No deaths and no contagious diseases. 

Green Turtle Cay — Abaco. — Two weeks ended November 8, 1900. 
Estimated population, 3,900. No deaths and no contagious diseases. 



